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ing with Tyrian Murex," is an ex- 
pression of Virgil tliat indicates it to 
have been collected from shells of 
that genus only; but we must recol- 
lect tliat Conchology was at the time 
of those writers in its very in- 
fancy, scarcely systematized, or form- 
ed into any division?, so that Turbo 
Clathrus may possibly have some 
claim to the credit of contributing to 
the celebrated Tynan Murex. In- 
deed it appears much more probable 
that tlie colouring secretion of this 
animal should have attracted notice, 
and have been collected as a dye, 
than that of Buccinum lappiJus, tor 
the obvious reason that it not only 
produces the fluid spontaneously, and 
in much greater quantity, but that its 
primitive colour is of that richness so 
glowingly described. 

The animal as before stated has the 
power of discharging it, but it may be 
collected either recent, or when the ani- 
mal is dried, by opening the part behind 
the head. The colouring succus was 
extracted from five animals, and after 
grinding with a few drops of spring 
water, appeared sufficient to cover 
half a sheet of paper with a beautiful 
purple. Neither volatile nor fixed al- 
Kali materially ailecls it; mineral acids 
turn It to a bluish green, or sea green ; 
sulphuric acid renders it a shade mote 
inclining to blue ; vegetable acids pro- 
bably do not affect it, since cream of 
tartar did not in the least alter it. 
These colours laid on paper were 
■very bright, and appeared for some 
naoriths unchanged by the action of 
the air, or the sun ; but being ex- 
posed for a whole summer to the 
soUr rays in a south window, they 
almost vanished. The application of 
alkali to the acidulated colouC always 
restored it to Us primitive state, and 
vcas as readily changed again by mineral 
acid; in this particular itditi'ers materi- 
ally from the succus of bucci- 
num iappilus, wh'ch we hare before 
remarked is unalterable. Its property 
is materially different from litmus, 
which IS turned trom blue to red, 
with the most trifling mixture of any 
acid. It differs also from vegetable 
colours in general by not being affect- 
ed by alkali, which turns the infusion 
of blue or purple flowers to green. 
The colouring maitpr 13 readily tikcA 



up by spirits, as well as water, and 
may be ground up and foimed into 
a pigment with a small portion of 
white: and it is remarkable that the 
colour of this secretion is not af- 
fected by putridity, as we had occa- 
sion first 'to try it in a highly putrid 
state. Although this colour is not 
proof agdinsi mineral acids, nor fix- 
able by any astringents hitherto tried, 
either in its piimitive or acquired 
colour, yet it is probable some means 
might be found by chemical process 
to give It durability equal to cochi- 
neal; but that article has now entire- 
ly superseded these moie costly dyes. 
It is remarkable that cochineal (which 
at first IS similar in colour, though 
not so beautilnl) is determined to a 
bright scailet, by a solution of tin 
in aqua regia, whereas this is rendered 
of a bluish green by the same pro* 
cess. 



jfor tJie Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ON THE COMPATlBlllTYOF CULTIVAT- 
ING A LITERARY TASTIs, WITH^A DUE 
ATTENTION TO THE OTHER BUSINESS 
OF LlFF. 

„|7-N0WLEDGE is power." 
Xv Whatever enlarges the mind 
iiiciea»es its active powers, and by 
stienglhenmg it, fits it tor applying to 
the v.inouf functions of life, with ad- 
ditional energy. They who have least 
to do, generally do that litlle more 
negligently and slolhfully, than they, 
wlio braced 6y labour, and with their 
hours of leisure fully occupied, can 
direct their energies powerfully to one 
object at a time, whether ot busi- 
ness, oc literary amusement. Diversi- 
fied employment relieves the inind 
fioin that feeling of ennui, whichem- 
bitters the lives of so many, who by 
not cultivating a liteiary taste, have 
not provided an effectual remedy a- 
gamst time hanging heavy on their 
hands. Many fly from themselves for 
wautofacquiung tht; habit of finding 
innocent amusement <ind instruction, 
and expose themselves to the dangers 
of associating with the idle, and those 
in whom the cultivation qf' miiul, has 
been little or not at all attended to. 
Young people of both sexes should 
especially cultivate a loudness for a 
suit 'hie course ef reading, and fat 
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scieotific and literary pursuits. By 
reading, I nieati that kind directed 
to the atlaimnent of some useful in- 
formation, not that liglit soit, wliu!) 
18 found in theg<-neral tiasiiof novelb, 
diid by which the t.i>.te is vitiated, 
and not im.uoved. Let us not de- 
ceive ourbeUes, by thinking, liiat 
information and Jvnowiedge can be 
obtained without an ettoit, for the 
very effoit is necessary to fit us to 
read or ieavn wich proht. Tiie cour'.e 
which It IS be>t for u^ to puis>ue, is 
frequeijlly iiksome at ihe begiDDing, 
and indolence otlen suggests dif>icul- 
ties m the way. Lavaier inhii> apho- 
risms has jui,t!y obseived, "that be 
who conquers indolence, will conquei. 
all the other passions.." The obser- 
vation is true, because indolence, if 
indulged, prevents the exertions of 
tour poweis, but if overcome, the 
conquest over this enemy, facilifales 
the victory over others, by rousing 
the mind to continue the cuntiict, 
and in the end to complete the tri- 
iimph. But if the entrance to tlie 
paths of viitue be sometimes tough 
and unpleasant, this irksomeiiess may 
be speedily oveicome, by the veiy 
fiatuie of virtue, which in its ladical 
iiieainiig, implies a stiong effoit. 1 here 
is also a principle m hurnjn nature 
v«hich may be lolisted on the side of 
viitue, that let us once choose a path, 
custom soon habituates us to it, and 
thfe_ force of habit lecoiiciles uS speedily 
to otir choice, it we choose wisely, 
and peiseveie firmly till the habit 
is fotmed, we shall not readily part 
with dispositions thus maturely and 
fii mly fixed. 

Some paienls might fear that by 
permitting tlieir childieii to acquiie 
a lileiary taste, their sons would be 
Unfitted for the drutlgery oi huiiness, 
and their daughteis become less cap- 
able t)t moving industriously in the 
domestic circle, but the most sordid, 
and they who pUce most iuily the 
happiness of lue in accumulation, 
need not fear much on this account, 
for the cultivation of a literary tasle 
is by no means incompatible with a 
sedulous attentioa to business, or 
3 punctual discharge of the domestic 
duties. Firmly fix the scale of duties, 
and inviolably on all occasions, let 
those of iu9&t impoitaiKt; at the tune 



have the precedence, and then business 
will not be improperly iitglected, the 
leger will not be unposted, and the 
housewifely not sulleied to lun u>tf> 
airears. We should lu such a case, 
find that 

" No sons, foiedoom'd their fathers' aouU 

to cross. 
Shall pen a stanza, when they should eii- 

gioss " 

Let us consider how much time 
is wasted in frivolous employments, 
and 111 dangerous, enervating idle- 
ness, and how much moie salely 
and piofitably this leisuie may be 
eniplojed, and^ can there remain any 
grounds to complain of a waste of 
t.ine In acquuiiig useful information I 
For So far from being destructive of 
habits of industry, a literary taste has 
a tendency to stiengthtn the mind, 
and when once stietigthened, the mind 
can apply with renovated force and 
acquired eneigy (o the diversilieiJ 
business o( lite. 1 he niiii<l re<|nires rest 
and relaxation, but change of position 
or of exercise allords lelief to Iht' 
body, and so do the alternations of 
business and reading relieve the mind, 
and give a zest to the avocations of 
well hlled up time. 

But while literary taste refines the 
mind, and gives mci eased poweis to 
pel form tlie serious duties of life, 
and so far iiom unprohlably divert- 
ing- the attention (roni the useful, 
comtnunicates, supeiioi qualifications 
Jo act well our paits, it is not so 
with the votaries of fashion, tolly, 
or dissipation, 'ihe hoiiis devoted to 
those purposes are wasltd indeed, 
and leave an unpiofitable imptession, 
winch inliupiic<s the chaiaciec, and 
uiihts foi business. Ihe active pur- 
suits of life cann&i: fill up the en* 
tiie time, there nonst be lelaxation, 
and It becomes ot infinite importance 
that leisure should be not only mnocent- 
ly employed, for miiocence is only 
a negative mawkish quality, but also 
that intellectual improvement should 
fill up the pauses ot business, <tnd 
constitute the occupation of the hoi.is 
of relaxation. Mintis lljus' engaged 
will return to business with the springs 
wound up, wbile those who have 
given their leisure to fiivolous pur- 
suits, will feel the irksoineness of 
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business with aggravated dissatisfac- 
tion. Who most generally are the 
ti uants to business > Not the studious, 
who by the nature of their pureuiis, 
are taugiit to form habits of legulanty, 
but moie geoeially the young man 
who has spent lus mornings at a 
favourite lounge, talking among his 
companions as idle and thoughtless as 
himself, of dogs and horses, or the 
frivolou'. chit chat of the day, and 
bis evenings at the still more im- 
moral enjoyments of a tavern. The 
young gill also who has acquired a 
habit of instructing herself tlirouHh the 
medium ot a piohiable course ot read- 
ing, and who feels a xuant, and a 
void, it this laudable propensity to 
be iiT)))ioved, is not gratilied, is more 
likely to di-.chaige the dutic!> of life 
with punctuality and fidelity, than 
the sidily tliouglilless crcatuie, who 
fills u|> the shoit space, that is spared 
from the toilette, and the insipid 
round of muining visits, and all those 
modes for killing time, with reading 
novels from the ciiculating library, 
which dlfoid no correct views ot life, 
but cherish a wild imagination, and 
an alfectation of seutiiiientality at the 
expeii->e of sound judgment, and just 
discriminalion. Nay, the woman who 
has foinicd hormindby a well chosen 
course ot study, who to leading has 
joined a tastb' for the sciences, who 
knows sometliing oi botany, and does 
not disdain natural philosophy, or 
even clioinistrj, as above the capacity 
of her si'\, or incoiiiisleiit with a true 
sense ot reinmiiie delicacy, is more 
likely (() form a just estimate ot the 
duties ot her station, and in coiise- 
quoncp to discliaige them legularly, 
and because she accurately defines them 
to heiself, therefore conscientiously, 
than the mere plodding puddingmak- 
ing nioital, who dozes away her time, 
and consideis alt knowledge as un- 
protitaule, and the acquirement of it 
a waste of tune, who sneers at learn- 
ing, and places pei tection in approach- 
ing to an almost idealess insensibility. 
Such unimproved characters are very 
little companionable, and are intoler- 
ably lumpish. They remain in a 
stupid sullen languor, except when 
tfieir minds are agitated by the light 
and irregular blasts oi fashion, or fri- 
"VolUy, and then they fluat before the 



breeze unconscious of the dangers to 
vhich their ignorance exposes them. 
Literature has long laboured under 
the discredit of unfitting its foUowets 
for the business of life. 1 have en- 
deavoured to prove a contrary posi- 
tion, and to plead in favour ot its 
superiouly to ignorance. 1 wish es- 
pecially to make it am>able in the 
eyes ot youth, as affording them safety 
fjom many dangers, a never failing re- 
source against ennui, and above all 
the solid subtantial giatifications of 
the highest order, in coinpaiison of 
which, oihei amusements aie insipid 
ami evanescent. Letters instruct the 
youth toimtlie ornament and strength 
of maluie years, aiut are the »olace 
of old age. Man (1 include both 
sexes) is never so happy, as when 
duly tasked with time and talents fully 
occupied, and even leisure tuined 
to a good account. Let us contrast 
the listlessness of the idle man, often 
turning valetudinary for want of em- 
ployment, and the full occupation 
oi his powers, with the active man, 
giving to business its due, discharging 
duties to his family and ins country, 
exerting himself in plans of benevo- 
lence and usefulness, and thus contri- 
buting to the general sum of good, 
while at the same time he derives 
comtoit fiom his liteiaiystudies ; but 
his studies would tad to alford com- 
plete lelief from tedium, -if a proper 
share ot activity was not blended 
with contemplative habits The union 
ot activity and contemplation form a 
moic peifeclcharacier.than it a proper 
piopoilion of either quality weie want- 
ing ; the meie active man might be 
perpetually bustling to vei y little good 
purpose, while the meie contempla- 
live man might sink into the torpor 
and lethal gy of indolence, and become 

" Useless, unseen .IS lamps insepu]chre.«." 
I have admired the activity ot 
Atticus, a man of business, and yet 
ot general knowledge, llerose eaily, 
einploved Iih moiinngs in toaclnng 
his elilldren the ludunents of lejrn- 
ing ; alter breakfast he rode into llic 
adjoinnig town six miles, wheie wjs 
the seat of his business, and dis- 
charging the various functions of his 
duty, as a banker, and conversing, 
as if unmcumbeied by busiiieas, wuu 
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Such friends as he accidentally met, 
he letunied home to dmiier, and 
geneially spent his evenings, while 
ills soiib piactised diawmg under his 
wiperiiitendance, at the same table, 
in wilting literary works, which have 
des.eivediy procured him celehrily, 
and placed him high in the ranks of 
poilite literaluie. 

In Ireland we require to be called 
off fj cm the pleasures of the table, to 
an abridgment of the hours spent over 
the bottle. The present fasbidnable 
hours ot dining aie calculated to pro- 
mote too great indulgence m this 
point, and to induce an opinion that 
alter the labours ot the long day 
aje over, a social indulgence is allow- 
able. How much bettei, ani) rooie 
in the spirit of philosophy would it 
be to spend those horns of lelaxa- 
tion m social intercourse among our 
liiends, without the aid ot the bottle, 
or in the domestic familiar inteicouise 
ot the family circle, m that kind 
of study, to which occasional con- 
■versation affords no material in- 
terruptiont In eveiy plan of en- 
joyment it is of advantage to in- 
clude an idea of the domestic cnclej 
rather than to seek tor sati-slactioa 
in an insulated state. By su( h a plan 
the meinbeis of a family are bound 
up together ; the young are tiam- 
ed to look for enjoyment under the 
sheltering and protecting wing of pa- 
rental vigilance. In what better man- 
ner can the hours of relaxation tiom 
busme^ss be passed ' In foimjiig the 
jninds of >outh, the right empioy- 
inenl of tfieir leisuie houis, is of 
the nighest impoi lance, and parents 
should especially contiibute their sbaie 
to assist m the toimation of right ha- 
bits, if the young people niaiiilfst a 
tractable disposition, and a docility 
to be led into those habits, which 
will ultimately contiibute most es- 
sentially to their own happiness. 

K. 



ror the Belfast Monthly Magazine, 

THE MAHRILD DEMONESS, 
Continued Jroni Vol. IV p. 425. 

[Al'HAN at these words lecover- 
, td himsielf, and drew from them 
gieat hopes ot a lasting happiness. 
He had scarcely depaited from the 



palace when he met Asmodeos, with 
a di awn sword in his hand, who cried 
out to him a distance as far off as he 
could see him. " Why have you done 
what I forbad you ? You shall now 
by no means eacape me, and the 
time IS come when you shall pay for 
all your crimes." 

Patience i says Nathan to him, f did 
not enter your palace but through 
the power ot the love, which [ have 
for your daughter ; I beseech you 
give her to me, you will thus make 
me the happiest of men, as your 
refusal will render me the most mi- 
seiable. Asmodeus was much rejoic- 
ed at this excuse, and said to Nathan, 
1 consent to your request, and 1 give 
you my daughter very willingly ; but 
deter theceiemonies ot your marriage, 
until 1 have returned Irom the cam- 
paign to which the interest of my 
Slate calls me. You may however in 
the mean tune, enter the palace of my 
daughter with foil liberty, converse 
with her, and pass your tune very 
agieeably. 

After granting this permission, As- 
modeus returned to his army, at- 
tacked the hostile city, took it by- 
assault, ana razed itto the giound. lie 
then spoke to his troops, and invited 
them to come and refiesh themselves 
in his capital, and paiticipate hi his 
joy; you will be all welcome, said 
he, and you will see the nuptials of 
my daughter, whom I gave to 
the man who is the most learned of 
the whole world in all the laws di- 
vine and human. They all accepted 
hb invitation, and immediately set 
themselves to collect all the game 
and venison which the forests con- 
tained to increase the magnificence of 
these iiuptiah. And they brought with 
them an infinity ot wild fowl and 
animals of the forest. 

The day of the mariiage being 
conve, Asinodeus gave such great 
riches to his son in law, that they 
sui passed imagination. He at the 
same time had the marriage contract 
diawii out and caused it to be signed 
by all the gieat lords of his empire 
attei the mairied couple, lie gave 
a public festival, the most splendid^ 
that can be conceived ; and m the 
evemng he delivered his daughtei into 



